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CONGRESSIONAL  AGENDA  FOR  1965 


“Every  time  I  talk  about  peace,”  said  President  John¬ 
son  last  October,  “I  can  hear  a  pin  drop.”  Peace  was, 
in  fact,  one  of  the  decisive  issues  in  the  1964  Presiden¬ 
tial  campaign.  The  Johnson  Administration  and  Con¬ 
gress  now  have  the  opportunity  and  responsibility  to 
move  from  generalities  to  specific  policies  which  will 
help  build  a  world  of  peace  and  justice.  In  1965,  the 
United  States  should  make  a  determined  effort  to  ob¬ 
tain  political  settlements  in  Central  Europe,  Asia  and 
the  Caribbean  and  to  make  significant  advances  toward 
the  goal  of  general  and  complete  disarmament. 

The  following  agenda  suggests  some  of  the  ways  that 
Congress  might  help.  Your  letters  of  support  and  en¬ 
couragement  are  essential  for  Congressional  action. 


World  Disarniainent 

Congress  could: 

•  approve  the  Planning  for  Peace  resolution  which 
Sen.  Joseph  Clark,  Pa.,  has  introduced  over  the  last 
few  years  and  plans  to  offer  again  in  1965.  His  past 
resolutions  have  urged  the  President  to  formulate  as 
“speedily  as  possible”  specific  recommendations  for 
establishment  of  a  permanent  World  Peace  Force  and 
other  international  machinery  to  supervise  disarma¬ 
ment  and  keep  the  peace. 

•  urge  the  Administration  to  intensify  negotiations 
to  extend  the  nuclear  test  ban  treaty  to  ban  all  under¬ 
ground  tests. 

•  call  for  stepped  up  efforts  to  negotiate  an  agree¬ 
ment  prohibiting  proliferution  of  nuclear  weapons. 
The  following  Congressmen  have  already  expressed 
misgivings  over  the  possibility  that  the  proposed  multi¬ 
lateral  nuclear  force  might  contribute  to  proliferation: 

R«*I).  Holiiicid,  (]alif.,  Cliairiiian  of  the  Joint  Atoniir  Enerfiy  Committee; 
Sen.  Anderson,  N.M.,  .Sen.  Clark.  Pa.,  .Sen.  McGovern,  S.D. ;  Reps. 
Rrademas,  Ind.,  Reuss,  Wis.,  Addabho,  N.Y  .,  Asldey,  Ohio,  Rarin}:,  Nev., 
Rennett,  Fla.,  Rrown,  Calif.,  Rurton,  Calif.,  Cahell,  Tex.,  Van  Deerlin, 
(]alif.,  Dintts,  -Mich.,  Dow,  N.Y.,  Edwards,  Cialif.,  Farhstein,  N.Y.,  Gilbert, 
N.\.,  (ireen.  Ore.,  Kastenmeier,  Wis.,  Leppett,  Calif.,  Long.  Md.,  Moeller, 
Ohio,  O'Hara,  III.,  Olson,  Minn.,  Patten.  N.J.,  Rosenthal,  N.Y.,  Ryan, 
N.Y.,  .Scott,  N.t;.,  Anderson,  III.,  Andrews,  Ala.,  Andrews,  N.  Dak., 
Rurton,  Utah,  Rolton  (Frances  P.1,  Ohio,  Rroomfield,  Mich.,  Calloway, 
Ga.,  Conahle,  N.Y.,  Frelinghuysen,  N.J.,  Fulton,  F’a.,  Halpern,  N.Y., 
Mathias,  Md.,  .Morse,  .Mass.,  .Mosher,  Ohio,  Pelly,  Wash.,  Pirnie,  N.Y., 
Heinecke,  Calif.,  .Srnitli,  N.^ . 


•  direct  the  Anns  Control  and  Di8armainent  Agency 
to  expand  its  research  and  public  information  pro¬ 
grams  and  take  more  leadership  within  the  govern¬ 
ment  on  disarmament.  Congress  must  also  provide 
the  Agency  with  adequate  funds  to  carry  on  an  ac¬ 
celerated  program. 

•  assist  workers,  communities  and  industries  ad¬ 
versely  affected  by  the  announced  cutbacks  in  military 
bases  and  arms  production.  If  a  successful  transition 
is  made  now,  future  cutbacks  will  be  more  acceptable 
to  the  general  public  and  those  directly  affected.  Sena¬ 
tor  McGovern  again  plans  to  introduce  legislation  on 
economic  conversion. 

•  urge  the  President  and  the  Department  of  Defense 
to  recommend  abolition  of  the  military  draft  when  they 
make  their  report  in  late  spring.  Last  year  Senator 
Gaylord  Nelson,  Wis.,  took  the  Senate  lead  in  calling 
for  an  end  to  the  draft  in  1967. 


United  Nations 

The  year  1965  is  International  Cooperation  Year,  pro¬ 
claimed  by  the  UN  and  supported  by  President  John¬ 
son.  Congress  can  contribute  to  ICY  by: 

•  Continuing  and  expanding  U.S.  financial  support 
for  the  various  UN  programs.  This  year  Congress  has 
an  opportunity  and  responsibility  to  seek  to  under¬ 
stand  better  the  basic  issues  underlying  the  current 
financial  crisis  at  the  United  Nations. 

•  Ratifying  UN  Conventions.  Three  UN  Conventions 
were  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  approval  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Kennedy: 

The  Slavery  Convention  adopted  in  1956  and  ratified 
by  60  nations  would  abolish  conditions  akin  to  slavery, 
such  as  debt  bondage,  serfdom  and  the  sale  of  daugh¬ 
ters  into  marriage  without  their  consent. 

The  Forced  Labor  Convention,  ratified  by  68  nations, 
forbids  using  forced  labor  for  strike-breaking  or  for 
coercing  or  punishing  persons  whose  views  oppose  the 
established  political,  social  or  economic  system,  or  as 
a  means  of  racial  or  religious  discrimination. 
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The  Convention  on  the  Political  Rights  of  Women, 
ratified  by  43  nations,  entitles  women  to  vote  and  hold 
public  office. 

The  Genocide  Convention,  now  ratified  by  67  govern¬ 
ments,  has  been  before  the  Senate  since  June,  1949. 
Approval  of  this  convention,  which  outlaws  the  de¬ 
liberate  killing  of  a  group — national,  ethnic,  racial  or 
religious,  is  long  overdue. 

•  Repeal  of  the  self-judgiiijj  Connally  Reservation 
would  place  the  United  States  on  record  as  willing  to 
accept  the  jurisdiction  of  the  World  Court  in  cases  in 
which  the  United  States  is  involved. 


Better  East-West  Relations 

•  The  Senate  should  give  early  approval  to  the  U.S.- 
Soviet  Consular  Convention  now  pending  before  it.  By 
establishing  consular  offices  in  the  two  countries,  com¬ 
mercial,  economic,  cultural  and  scientific  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  the  U.S.S.R.  can  be 
materially  improved. 

•  Surely  the  developing  situation  in  Vietnam  will  be 
one  of  the  key  foreign  policy  issues  before  Congress 
in  1965.  In  South  Vietnam,  the  New  York  Times 
says,  “the  United  States  is  shoulder-deep  in  the  morass 
of  an  almost  hopeless  war”  which,  according  to  Walter 
Lippmann,  involves  no  “primary  and  vital  interest”  of 
the  United  States. 

•  Rentrirtion^  on  trade  with  the  Communist  countries 
should  be  thoroughly  reviewed.  The  Senate  Foreign 
Relations  Committee  has  made  a  major  contribution 
by  collecting  the  views  of  businessmen,  bankers  and 
academic  experts.  Ask  your  Senator  for  a  copy  of 
“East-West  Trade,  a  compilation  of  views,”  Nov.,  1964. 
Every  year  East-West  trade  policies  are  considered 
piecemeal  as  foreign  aid,  P.L.  480  and  other  legisla¬ 
tion  comes  to  the  floor.  There  would  be  great  value 
in  a  full-scale  debate  on  U.S.  trade  and  credit  policies 
with  Communist  countries. 

•  Through  hearings  and  resolutions  Congress  could 
also  encourage  the  Administration  to  develop  new  ap¬ 
proaches  in  two  crucial  areas  for  w'orld  peace;  Main¬ 
land  China  ami  Central  Europe.  The  changing  climate 
of  public  opinion  in  favor  of  negotiating  with  Com¬ 
munist  China  ought  to  be  reflected  in  Congress.  A 
political  settlement  and  arms  reduction  in  Central 
Europe,  which  has  been  occupied  by  foreign  troops 
for  nearly  20  years  now,  would  contribute  greatly  to 
world  peace. 


Assistance  to  Underprivilejjed  World 

.4id  and  Tra<le.  There  are  a  number  of  steps  Congress 
could  take  to  improve  foreign  aid  operations: 

•  increase  the  overall  economic  aid  program  and  put 
a  larger  share  of  the  funds  into  activities  which  help 
create  the  human  skills  and  modern  institutions  essen¬ 
tial  to  development; 


•  channel  more  funds  through  UN  and  regional 
programs; 

•  reverse  the  recent  tendency  to  raise  interest  rates 
on  development  loans  and  re-evaluate  the  effect  of 
the  sharp  decline  in  the  ratio  of  economic  grants  to 
loans; 

•  separate  the  economic  and  humanitarian  programs 
from  the  military  assistance,  cold  war  effort; 

•  drastically  reduce  the  approximately  $1  billion  of 
military  grants  sent  to  the  developing  world  each  year. 
Such  a  cut  could  reduce  tensions  and  allow  new  na¬ 
tions  to  concentrate  on  development  needs  and  social 
problems; 

•  actively  participate  in  international  commodity 
agreements  like  the  International  Coffee  Agreement 
which  help  less  developed  countries  build  trade  and 
thus  lessen  the  need  for  direct  aid. 

Food  for  Peace.  When  Congress  extended  P.L.  480 
last  year,  until  December  31,  1966,  it  added  some 
restrictive  amendments  which  should  be  removed  in 
1965.  One  which  has  had  especially  adverse  effects 
prohibits  the  Administration  from  selling  surplus  agri¬ 
cultural  commodities  to  Poland  and  Yugoslavia  for 
local  currencies.  This  action  has  strained  U.S.  rela¬ 
tions  with  these  countries. 
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The  coming  session  should  also  be  a  year  for  review¬ 
ing  basic  U.S.  food  policies  and  to  ask  such  questions 
as:  How  can  the  United  States  shift  from  a  surplus 
disposal  program  to  a  genuine  food  for  peace  program 
based  on  the  nutritional  needs  of  a  hungry  world? 
What  more  could  the  United  States  do  to  expand  agri¬ 
cultural  production,  education  and  extension  work  in 
home  economics  around  the  world?  What  further 
contribution  could  the  United  States  make  to  a  wide¬ 
spread  and  drastic  birth  control  program,  until  food 
production  overtakes  population  growth? 


IMilitary  Policy 

The  United  States  will  have  difficulty  persuading  the 
rest  of  the  world  to  forego  nuclear  weapons  as  long 
as  it  continues  to  expand  its  own  nuclear  arsenal. 
Therefore,  Congress  should  step  up  the  President’s  cuts 
in  the  military  budget.  Congressmen  who  fear  that 
any  reduction  would  weaken  the  United  States  irre¬ 
parably  would  do  well  to  read  Secretary  of  Defense 
McNamara’s  frequent  recitations  about  present  U.S. 
strength:  “Our  strategic  forces  now  have  about  1,100 
bombers.  .  .  .  The  Soviet  Union  could,  with  difficulty, 
place  over  this  country  on  two-way  missions  slightly 
more  than  100  heavy  bombers,  plus  150  medium 
bombers  capable  of  striking  only  Canada  and  the 
northwestern  corner  of  the  United  States.  .  .  .  We  now 
have  more  than  800  fully  armed,  dependable  ICBMs. 

.  .  .  The  Soviet  Union  has  fewer  than  one-fourth  this 
number.  .  .  .  Our  Navy  now  has  256  Polaris  missiles 
deployed  in  16  submarines;  25  more  Polaris  subma¬ 
rines  are  under  construction.  The  Soviet  Union’s  sub¬ 
marine-launched  ballistic  missile  fleet  is,  by  compari¬ 
son,  small  and  ineffective.” 

Yet  the  difficulty  of  getting  Congress  to  accept  reduc¬ 
tions  in  the  military  establishment  has  been  repeatedly 
illustrated.  Manv  Congressmen  are  expected  to  try  to 
block  Secretary  McNamara’s  recent  plan  to  eliminate 
some  201,000  Reservists  and  Guardsmen  for  whom 
“there  is  no  military  requirement.”  Such  a  reduc¬ 
tion  would  save  American  taxpayers  approximately 
$150,000,000  a  year. 

Civil  Defense.  Congress  should  reject  any  revival  of 
a  nationwide  shelter  fallout  program  which  would  ab¬ 
sorb  scarce  resources  and  launch  the  world  into  a  new^ 
phase  of  the  arms  race. 


Domestic  Issues 

E<|iiul  Opportunity  to  Enter  the  I  .S.  Congress  should 
eliminate  the  national  origins  quota  system  under 
which  countries  in  northwestern  Europe  are  assigned 
nearly  82%  of  the  total  U.S.  immigration  numbers 
each  year,  countries  in  southeastern  Europe  16%  and 
the  rest  of  the  world  only  2%  .  This  policy  implies 
that  Americans  consider  Southern  Europeans,  Asians 
and  Africans  inherently  inferior.  It  is,  according  to 
President  Johnson,  “utterly  unworthy  of  our  traditions 
and  our  ideals.”  The  immigration  laws  should  be  fur¬ 
ther  amended  to  allow  for  the  entry  of  political  refu¬ 
gees  on  a  continuing  basis. 


Civil  Rights.  Since  the  passage  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Act  of  1964,  the  struggle  for  equal  rights  has  moved 
from  the  halls  of  Congress  and  the  Supreme  Court  to 
the  Executive  Branch  of  the  Federal  Government,  the 
local  community  and  the  state.  Yet  Congress  has  the 
continuing  responsibility  of  appropriating  sufficient 
funds  so  that  the  Act  can  be  properly  administered. 

Indiuii  Rights.  Insertion  of  a  termination  clause  in  the 
Seneca  rehabilitation  bill  over  the  opposition  of  the 
Indians  involved  has  created  consternation  among  In¬ 
dians.  New  legislation  is  needed  which  specifies  that 
termination  shall  not  be  forced  on  Indians.  This  leg¬ 
islation  should  emphasize  that  the  Government’s  main 
concern  is  to  help  Indians  reach  the  level  of  well-being 
enjoyed  by  other  Americans. 

Exchange  of  hleas.  It  is  time  for  Congress  to  repeal  a 
1962  law  authorizing  the  Post  Office  Department  to 
withhold  delivery  of  Communist  publications  unless  or 
until  such  publications  are  specifically  requested  by 
the  addressee.  This  law  was  intended  to  block  Presi¬ 
dent  Kennedy’s  efforts  to  discontinue  a  similar  pro¬ 
gram.  President  Kennedy  took  the  position  that  such 
censorship  has  no  intelligence  value  and  interferes 
with  efforts  to  improve  cultural  exchanges  with  Com¬ 
munist  countries. 

FrrtMlcnii  of  Travel.  In  recent  decisions  the  Supreme 
Court  has  emphasized  that  “freedom  of  travel  is  a 
constitutional  liberty  closely  related  to  rights  of  free 
speech  and  association.”  Congress  should  support  the 
right  of  Americans  to  travel  to  China,  Cuba  and  other 
world  trouble  spots. 

■Viiti-Poveriy.  Congress  should  follow  through  on  initi¬ 
atives  taken  during  the  88th  session  to  improve  op¬ 
portunities  and  living  standards  for  the  35  million 
Americans  living  below  the  poverty  level. 

Michael  Harrington,  a  national  authority  on  combat¬ 
ting  poverty,  has  estimated  that  $100  billion  will  be 
needed  over  the  next  ten  years  to  cope  with  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  economically  deprived.  This  sum  is  about 
twice  what  the  Department  of  Defense  spends  in  a 
single  year. 

Congress  should  repeal  the  section  of  the  Economic 
Opportunity  Act  of  1964  which  requires  certain  re¬ 
cipients  of  anti-poverty  funds  to  sign  a  non-Commu- 
nist  affidavit.  This  section  has  been  opposed  by  Sens. 
Javits,  N.Y.,  Aiken,  Vt.,  and  Saltonstall,  Mass. 

Educution.  Congress  is  expected  to  consider  many  bills 
to  expand  educational  opportunities. 

Home  Role  for  the  District  of  Columhia.  For  many 
years  citizens  of  the  District  have  pled  for  the  right  to 
govern  themselves.  Congress  should  give  them  the 
opportunity  in  1965,  as  well  as  the  right  to  elect  their 
own  Congressman. 

Other  .Action  Neetled.  Congress  should  also:  tighten 
Federal  control  over  registration,  sale,  and  possession 
of  firearms  .  .  .  provide  the  Public  Health  Service  with 
funds  to  carrv  on  a  widespread  educational  program 
on  the  hazards  of  cigarette  smoking  .  .  .  require  Con¬ 
gressmen  to  disclose  outside  sources  of  income. 
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House  Ln-Anieriean  Aelivilies  ('omiiiitt(‘e.  The  result 
of  activities  by  HUAC  has  been  to  “curtail  the  discus¬ 
sion  of  controversial  issues  and  to  hinder  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  new  ideas  and  new  approaches  to  the  trouble¬ 
some  questions  which  face  us  in  a  rapidly  changing 
world.”  This  was  the  charge  made  by  100  constitu¬ 
tional  law  authorities  in  a  petition  to  the  House  urging 
abolition  of  HUAC.  They  asserted  that  there  should 
be  “no  place  in  our  system”  for  a  Committee  whose 
sole  purpose  is  to  inquire  into  “beliefs”  and  said  that 
the  House  Judiciary  Committee  has  adequate  authority 
to  deal  with  matters  of  internal  security.  The  law 
school  deans,  the  professors,  and  lay  authorities  fur¬ 
ther  proposed  that  HUAC  files  be  sealed  for  50  years 
since  “self-respecting  citizens  of  a  democratic  country 
cannot  allow  their  representatives  in  government  to 
keep  dossiers  on  their  beliefs.” 

A  Washington  Post  editorial  about  the  HUAC  subpoena 
of  two  Washington  Women  Strike  for  Peace  members 
said,  “The  inescapable  consequence  of  the  Committee’s 
subpoena  ...  is  to  put  a  damper  on  the  right  of  peti¬ 
tion,  to  discourage  any  deviation  from  strict  orthodoxy. 
This  is  real  un-Americanism.”  The  Committee  has 
now  cited  the  two  women  for  contempt  for  refusing  to 
testify  at  a  secret  hearing  in  regard  to  their  visit  to 
the  State  Department  in  1963  to  urge  an  entry  permit 
for  a  Japanese  peace  lecturer.  The  women  were  will¬ 
ing  to  testify  at  a  public  hearing. 

••Television  ami  Juvenile  Delinqueney.*'  In  a  report 
which  ties  crime  and  violence  on  TV  to  juvenile  delin¬ 
quency,  a  Senate  Subcommittee  encouraged  TV  net¬ 
works  to  cut  down  on  their  programming  of  violence 
during  prime  viewing  hours  or  expect  a  tightening  of 
government  regulation  to  protect  the  public  interest. 
The  October  report,  available  from  your  Congressman, 
points  out  that  only  one  network,  CBS,  has  cut  down 
on  the  amount  of  violence  during  prime  viewing  time. 


From  the  tnuilhag.  “You  have  done  a  superlative  job. 

.  .  .  I  intend  to  make  good  use  of  it,”  writes  a  Senator 
about  the  December  Newsletter  on  “The  Economy, 
the  Government  and  You,”  and  he  asks  for  additional 
copies.  From  a  reader  in  Laos,  regarding  the  Novem¬ 
ber  Newsletter,  “My  congratulations  on  a  tremendous 
issue  concerning  Food  for  Peace.  It  is  a  scholarly 
presentation  in  simple,  easy-to-read,  and  unmistake- 
able  language,  even  good  for  kids  to  use  in  their  school- 
work.”  Referring  to  the  same  issue,  an  FCNL  supporter 
in  California  says:  “the  article  did  not  give  birth  con¬ 
trol  sufficient  emphasis.  To  me,  it  has  become  almost 
self-evident  that  most  of  the  nations  struggling  for  a 
place  in  the  sun  are  on  a  treadmill  because  their 
rapidly  accelerating  population  growth  rate  is  greater 
than  the  increase  of  their  various  components  of 
production.” 

A  reader  in  Ohio  writes,  “1  do  feel  that  the  FCNL  .  .  . 
and  the  ‘peace’  organizations  must  forbear  telling  peo¬ 
ple,  or  implying  to  them,  what  they  ought  to  be  doing 
or  thinking  or  standing  for.  I  think  it  is  our  job  to 
try  to  make  them  WANT  to  do  the  thing  that  is  right, 
or  generous,  or  intelligent.”  From  New  York  comes 
the  comment,  “I  .  .  .  strongly  urge,  that  you  eliminate 
the  use  of  the  word  defense  .  .  .  [and]  call  the  subjects 
what  they  trulv  are:  military  spending,  war  prepara¬ 
tions,  means  of  destruction,  weapons  of  mass  annihi¬ 
lation.  .  .  .  For  most  of  the  period  of  United  States 
History,  the  department  concerned  with  these  matters 
was  honestly  named  Department  of  War/’ 


The  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 
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FCNL  ACTION  Bulletins— Back¬ 
ground  information  and  action  sugges¬ 
tions  for  !\  eu'sletter  subscribers,  issued 
irregularly  as  need  arises. 

Bulletins  cover  foreign  poliey  and 
domestic  human  rights  issues,  includ¬ 
ing  disarmament,  UN  affairs,  economic 
aid,  agricultural  surpluses,  conscription, 
civil  rights,  civil  liberties,  immigration 
and  refugees,  and  American  Indians. 
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and  return  to  FCNL  with  your  name 
and  address  at  right. 
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